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School of Health Sciences 
Information About Hepatitis B Vaccines 

  

THIS GENERAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED AS A COURTESY AND MATC 
MAKES NO REPRESENTATION AS TO ITS ACCURACY. YOU SHOULD CONSULT 
YOUR PHYSICIAN FOR ALL MEDICAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
MATTERS GENERALLY DESCRIBED HERE. 
 
 
The Disease and the Risks 
 
 Hepatitis B is a viral infection caused by the Hepatitis B virus (HBV) which causes death 

in 1-2% of patients.  Most people with Hepatitis B recover completely, but approximately 
2-10% become chronic carriers of the virus.  Most of these people have no symptoms, but 
can continue to transmit the disease to others.  Some may develop chronic active hepatitis 
and cirrhosis.  HBV also appears to be a causative factor in the development of liver 
cancer.  Immunization again Hepatitis B can prevent acute hepatitis and also reduce 
sickness and death from chronic active hepatitis, cirrhosis and liver cancer. 

 
 
Risk of Exposure 
 
 Medical and paramedical personnel are at increased risk of contracting hepatitis 

depending upon their degree of exposure to the blood or body fluids(e.g. saliva, feces, 
sweat, vaginal secretions, respiratory secretions and other body secretions) of patient 
infected with Hepatitis B (known or unknown).  Hepatitis B is spread by direct contact of 
broken skin or mucus membranes with the blood or body fluids of a person who has 
Hepatitis B or is a carrier of the disease.  Routine or frequent handling of blood or 
contaminated tissue products, therefore, constitutes significant risk because of the ease of 
transmission of the disease and the fact that many people with Hepatitis B have no 
symptoms and do not know they have the disease. 

 
 The first line of defense against Hepatitis B is the Hepatitis B vaccine.  Immunization 

with the Hepatitis B vaccine is the most effective method of preventing HBV infection. 



The Vaccine 
 
The Hepatitis B vaccine (Engerix B, Recombivax HB) is produced using recombinant DNA  
technology.  The vaccine works by stimulating the immune system to produce antibodies to the  
virus. 
 
The vaccine is given intramuscularly in the deltoid in three doses.  The second dose one month  
after the first, and the third dose six- twelve months after the second.  After vaccination, more 
than 90% of healthy adults develop protective antibodies.  The cost is about $150.00 for the 
series.  Only minor adverse reactions have been reported with vaccination, including transient 
fever and soreness at the injection site, rash, nausea joint pain and mild fatigue have also been 
reported.  The vaccine is not contraindicated in pregnancy. 
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Student Name:_____________________________ 
Name of Program: __________________________ 
 

MILWAUKEE AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
 Health Sciences Division 
 
 RELEASE FORM:  HEPATITIS B 

 
Please read thoroughly and check the appropriate box. 

 
 I have received and read the information regarding Hepatitis B and the vaccines that are available. 
 
 I am declining the Hepatitis B vaccine. 
 

As a student, I understand that due to my occupational exposure to blood or other potentially infectious 
materials I may be at risk of acquiring Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) infection.  I have been advised to be 
vaccinated with Hepatitis B vaccine.  However, I decline Hepatitis B vaccination at this time.  I understand 
that by declining this vaccine, I continue to be at risk of acquiring Hepatitis B, a serious disease.  If in the 
future I continue to have occupational exposure to blood or other potentially infectious materials and I want 
to be vaccinated with Hepatitis B vaccine, I can pursue the vaccination series. 
 
I hereby release Milwaukee Area Technical College, its Board Members, and personnel, and any clinical 
facility at which I train from any liability for any consequences to me or any claims arising out of or related 
to my decision to be or not to be vaccinated.  I hereby agree to indemnify all of the above persons and 
organizations for any and all claims, including the attorneys' fees and costs, which may be brought against 
any one of them by anyone claiming to have been injured as a result of any injury which may occur as a 
result of my decision. 

OR 
 
 I am currently in the process/or have completed the series.  I understand that full immunity requires three 

doses of vaccine over an eight to 12-month period. 
 
 
____________________________________________________                         ___________________________ 
Signature of Student  (required)      Date 
 
 
 
 
IF Hepatitis B vaccine given: 
 
1st Dose Date: ____________ __________________________________________________ 
      Authorized Medical Signature 
 
2nd Dose Date: ___________ __________________________________________________ 
 Authorized Medical Signature 
 
3rd Dose Date: ____________ __________________________________________________ 
 Authorized Medical Signature 
 
 
 
  
Revised:  10/14/11:JMT 
 

  
MATC is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution and complies 

 with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act 


